Even at 1-3, Hogs allowing seventh-fewest 
rushing yards in FBS. — Sports, 1C 


Bio-pic on Malvern-born singer shows 
costs of living artist’s life. — Style, 1E 
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In the news 


E Dylan Dyke, a 12-year- 
old with autism, will be able 
to keep two ducks, named 
Bill and Nibbles, that are 
his emotional support an- 
imals, after the zoning ap- 
peals board in Georgetown, 
Mich., granted a variance 
imposing 18 conditions, in- 
cluding keeping them out of 
neighbors’ yards. 


E Becky Muhs of West 
Fargo, N.D., said she’s been 
getting calls from neighbors 
and a visit from a police 
officer over a sign that ap- 
pears to be written in blood 
hanging in a window read- 
ing “Help Me” that’s part 
of the family’s Halloween 
decorations. 


E Ed Sheets and David 
Dunkleberger, after going to 
a yard sale in Brownstown, 
Pa., created an online fund- 
raising campaign to benefit 
Willie Davis, 66, a Navy vet- 
eran with terminal cancer, 
when they learned that Da- 
vis was selling belongings 
to pay for his funeral. 

H Julian Felix-Aguirre, 45, 
one of 24 people indicted 
in a drug ring that connect- 
ed an Overland Park, Kan., 
couple to Mexican drug 
cartels, faces life in federal 
prison after pleading guilty 
to conspiracy to distribute 
heroin and other drugs. 


E Carlos Mejia, 43, of 
New York City faces aggra- 
vated-assault charges after 
being accused of using a 
sword to slash a bride on 
the arm and threaten oth- 
ers in the bridal party be- 
fore guests at a New Jersey 
hotel subdued him, police 
said. 


E Sid Tatem, 60, and his 8- 
and 14-year-old grandsons 
were kicked out of a park 
in Chesapeake, Va., when 
a ranger discovered the 
three sipping home-brewed 
kombucha, a fermented tea 
that contains a slight bit of 
alcohol, violating a city or- 
dinance that bars alcoholic 
beverages in public parks. 


E Shailesh Desai, owner 
of an Atlanta gas station 
where police found drugs 
hidden in a cappuccino 
maker, was fined $1,000 
and had his business license 
suspended for six months 
for selling marijuana and 
failing to adequately super- 
vise his business. 

E Sonjay Fonn, a neuro- 
surgeon in Cape Giradeau, 
Mo., and his fiancee Debo- 
rah Seeger, both convicted 
in a kickback scheme in- 
volving Fonn using spinal 
implants distributed by a 
company Seeger owned, 
were ordered to pay the 
U.S. government $5.5 mil- 
lion. 


E Sylvester Turner, the 
mayor of Houston, said he’s 
not trying to be the “moral 
police” but he’s calling for 
a review of city health and 
safety ordinances to ad- 
dress concerns about a ro- 
bot “love dolls brothel” that 
a Canadian company wants 
to open in the city. 
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High drama over high court seat 


Christine Blasey Ford, testifying Thursday before the Senate Judiciary Committee, said she was “100 
percent” certain that it was Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh who attacked her in the sum- 
mer of 1982. Kavanaugh, facing the panel later in the day, forcefully denied her claim and accused 
Democrats of a “calculated and coordinated political hit” to deny him a seat on the high court. 


Pot-dispensaries 
grading to begin 


Firm to rank 203 applicants 


HUNTER FIELD 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

State officials Thursday 
finalized an agreement with 
an out-of-state consultant to 
grade Arkansas’ first medical 
marijuana selling license ap- 
plications, clearing the way 
for the first 32 dispensaries 
to be licensed in just over a 
month. 

The first medical canna- 
bis is expected to be avail- 
able for purchase early next 
year, according to Arkansas 


Department of Finance and 
Administration officials. 
The agreement with Bos- 
ton-based Public Consulting 
Group Inc. is the next step in 
escaping the regulatory and 
legal quagmire that has de- 
layed the rollout of the state’s 
medical-cannabis program 
for nearly two years since 
Arkansans voted to legalize 
the drug for medical use. 
Public Consulting Group 
will have 30 days to evaluate 
See MARIJUANA, Page 5A 
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WASHINGTON — Chris- 
tine Blasey Ford recounted 
for a rapt Senate committee 
Thursday her memory of Su- 
preme Court nominee Brett 
Kavanaugh sexually assault- 
ing her at a summer gather- 
ing of teenagers in 1982. 

“T am here today not be- 
cause I want to be,” Ford, a 
California psychology pro- 
fessor, said at the beginning 
of her testimony before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee. 
“I am terrified. I am here be- 
cause I believe it is my civic 
duty to tell you what hap- 
pened to me while Brett Ka- 
vanaugh and I were in high 
school.” 

Later in the day, Kavana- 
ugh responded with a denial, 
saying he had never sexually 
assaulted her or anyone else. 
He blamed a “calculated and 
coordinated political hit” to 
deny him a seat on the high 
court. 

“This is a circus. The 
consequences will be with 
us for decades,” Kavanaugh 
said, adding to the commit- 
tee’s Democrats: “You may 
defeat me in the final vote, 
but you'll never get me to 


Working, waiting 


AP/JOSE LUIS MAGANA 


Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein leaves his house Thurs- 
day in Bethesda, Md., staying on the job as he awaits a meeting 
next week with President Donald Trump to discuss his future with 
the Justice Department. They were supposed to meet Thursday, 
but Trump postponed their talk so it would not distract from the 
hearings on Brett Kavanaugh on Capitol Hill. Article, 7A 


LR gathering focuses on work life of the future 


Children need to be prepared for new technologies, new skills, attendees told 


KAT STROMQUIST 

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 
The robots are coming, 
and so are self-driving cars, 
3-D printed houses and yet- 
to-be-imagined technolo- 
gies that will fundamentally 

change the nature of work. 
That was the message at 
Thursday’s “Age of Agility” 
forum, which brought edu- 
cators and business leaders 


2 tax credits 
in cross hairs 
of task force 


MICHAEL R. WICKLINE 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Members of the Legis- 
lature’s tax overhaul task 
force said Thursday that 
they want to find out wheth- 
er Arkansas should change 
two tax credits authorized 
for insurance companies at 
a revenue cost of about $77 
million a year. 

It’s the Tax Reform and 
Relief Legislative Task 
Force’s latest attempt to 
scrutinize existing tax cred- 
its and exemptions with an 
eye toward trying to finance 
a larger income-tax cut than 
the state could otherwise 
afford by relying only on 
increased tax revenue from 
economic growth and sav- 

See TAXES, Page 3A 


together in Little Rock to dis- 
cuss preparing Arkansas stu- 
dents for a working life that 
will require them to adapt to 
the shifting parameters set 
by technology, and in which 
developments such as the 
release of the iPhone or the 
founding of Amazon can cre- 
ate or disrupt industries. 
“This is the most import- 
ant conversation going on in 


the U.S. today,” said Randy 
Zook, president and CEO of 
the Arkansas State Chamber 
of Commerce. “[We need to 
create] lives filled with choic- 
es rather than dead ends.” 
Thursday’s event was the 
ninth forum on a multicity 
tour led by America Suc- 
ceeds, a national advocacy 
organization that spearheads 
discussions on education and 


workforce matters. America 
Succeeds partnered with lo- 
cal affiliate Arkansas Learns 
to present the event at the 
Little Rock Marriott. 
Arkansas Learns President 
and CEO Gary Newton said 
in a telephone interview be- 
fore the conference that he 
hoped the event would be as 
much about connecting Ar- 


See CHANGES, Page 3A 


Israel alleges secret Iranian nuclear cache 


AP/RICHARD DREW 


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu displays a graphic Thursday at the U.N. General Assembly 
as he accuses lran of having a “secret atomic warehouse” near Tehran that he said contains tons of 


nuclear equipment and material. lran’s state media called the charge “ridiculous.” 


Article, 6A 


7 Senators hear accuser, 
nominee; vote today 


AP/MICHAEL REYNOLDS 
Rachel Mitchell, the GOP’s spe- 


cial counsel, left Republican 
senators disappointed with her 
questioning of Christine Blasey 
Ford at Thursday’s hearing. 


quit — never.” 

He broke down several 
times, including when he 
described a moment when 
his wife, Ashley, and their 
10-year-old daughter were 
recently praying. His daugh- 
ter said they should pray for 
the woman who had accused 
him of wrongdoing, he said. 

Ford’s voice shook at 
times as she spoke, and her 
face was drawn. Occasion- 


See KAVANAUGH, Page 7A 


US? 2Q 

economic 
growth at 
4.2% rate 


Analysts expect 
trade drag ahead 
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WASHINGTON — The 
U.S. economy grew at a ro- 
bust annual rate of 4.2 per- 
cent in the second quarter, 
the best performance in 
nearly four years, though 
economists believe growth 
has slowed in the current 
quarter partly because of a 
drag from trade. 

The performance of the 
gross domestic product, 
the country’s total output 
of goods and services, was 
unchanged from an esti- 
mate the Commerce De- 
partment made last month, 
the government reported 
Thursday. 

The strong GDP perfor- 
mance has =————— 
been cited 
by Presi- 
dent Don- 
ald Trump 
as proof that 
his econom- 
ic program 
is working. 

However, 
a big part of 
the growth —————_ 
in the quarter reflected 
a temporary rush to ship 
soybeans and other U.S. 
exports out before penalty 
tariffs triggered by Trump’s 
get-tough trade policies 
took effect. 

Economists believe 
growth has slowed in the 
current quarter to between 
3 percent and 3.5 percent, 
still a solid pace. While 
trade boosted GDP by 1.2 
percentage point in the 
second quarter, attributed 
to a surge in exports, it is 
expected to trim growth by 
around 1 percentage point 
in the third quarter. Some of 
that weakness may be off- 
set by businesses rebuilding 
their inventories at a stron- 
ger pace. 

“Growth still looks quite 
strong,” Jim O’Sullivan, 

See ECONOMY, Page 5A 


U.S. FIRMS 
warn Trump of 
tariffs harm. 
Page 1D. 


RATES FOR 
mortgates at 
highest level 
since 2011. 
Page 1D. 


